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“The Federalist” (1787)

Now considered to be the most significant American contribution to political thought, “The Federalist” essays supporting the
ratification of the new Constitution first appeared in New York newspapers under the pseudonym “Publius.” Although it was
widely known that the 85 essays were the work of Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay, the initial curious
speculation about authorship of specific essays gradually developed into heated controversy. Hamilton left an authorship
list with his lawyer before his fatal duel. In his copy, Madison identified the author of each essay with their initials. Thomas

Jefferson penned a similar authorship list in his copy. None of these attributions exactly match, and the authorship of
several essays is still being debated by scholars.

https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-12-123/
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Ratification of the Federal Constitution

by State Conventions, 1787-1790

& EJE: The Essentials of American Government Institutions and Policies
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&I JE: The Essentials of American Government Institutions and Policies

Lines of Power in Three Systems
of Government
UNITARY SYSTEM

/U\u

| Central government

v

Citizens

Power centralized.
State or regional governments derive authority from central
government. Examples: United Kingdom, France.

FEDERAL SYSTEM
n
G
> _,J[I '\ ool State or local
( Central government j government

N "4

Citizens

Power divided between central and state or local governments.

Both the government and constituent governments act directly
upon the citizens.

Both must agree to constitutional change.

Examples: Canada, United States since adoption of Constitution.

CONFEDERAL SYSTEM
(or CONFEDERATION)

N State or local
ij government

f Central government I

Citizens

Power held by independent states.
Central government is a creature of the constituent governments.
Example: United States under the Articles of Confederation.
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